Making Learning Stick Through Pathways

Meaningful connection goes beyond relationships. It's about connecting students to the content
in ways that make learning stick. When teachers intentionally design lessons through multiple
pathways of learning (technology, music, movement, auditory, storytelling, hands-on, and visual
arts), students engage with purpose rather than just participate.

Pathways naturally differentiate instruction, ignite curiosity, and deepen understanding, helping
every student find their own way into learning.

Pick one standard or learning goal that your students often struggle to connect with.

Example:

Standard: Describe how the weather changes from season to season.
Learning Goal: Students will explain seasonal weather patterns using evidence.

Use the chart below to brainstorm how this one standard could come alive through each

pathway.
Pathway Example Idea How it Builds Connection

Technology Create a digital weather journal with Students show their learning in a creative way
pictures, video, words.

Music Write a song about each season (put | Rhythm and melody support memory and
it with a familiar tune) recall

Movement Act out a season change with body Kinesthetic learners connect through action
movements

Visual Arts Paint or make a colleague about the Translates understanding into creative
different seasons expression

Auditory Record or listen to a podcast Builds listening comprehension and retention

explaining weather patterns

allows students to have ownership of their
learning and share with others.
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Storytelling Write a story about “A Day in Each
Season”

Connects personally to the content but also
allows room for realistic fiction

Hands-On Create a mini weather station or build
different weather tools

Encourages exploration and experientation

e Which pathways help my students connect fastest to the content?

e Which ones challenge me to think differently about instruction?

e How might | rotate or combine pathways for variety and depth?

Pro Tip: Start small, one standard, one pathway. Once you see how engagement shifts, build

from there.

“Students don’t just need connection, they need connection with purpose.”

When you teach through pathways, you’re not just reaching learners you’re
transforming learning into something lasting.
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